ACTH/LPH precursor molecule which seems likely to be of such extraordinary significance. This is a good and welcome book which would be a valuable addition to the libraries of departments of endocrinology. Its relatively modest price and clear presentation make it additionally attractive to individual clinicians.
G M BESSER

Professor ofEndocrinology St Bartholomew's Hospital, London
Cancer Chemotherapy Handbook R T Door & W L Fritz pp 785 £12.50 London: Henry Kimpton 1980 The early part of the book is concerned with describing tumour cell and cancer chemotherapy kinetics, the pharmacologic principles associated with the different classes and types of anti-cancer drugs, and their interactions. Both common general toxicity and specific tissue damage to particular organs are considered before the drug data sheets on individual drugs are given. These data sheets are the part of the book which will probably receive most frequent attention and justify the purchase of the book by anyone interested in anticancer chemotherapy. It is very well referenced, with up-to-date information on the mechanism of action, drug interaction, dosage and complications of the drugs used in cancer chemotherapy. Indeed it is the references and the accuracy of the detail that make this a most attractive book. I know of no other comprehensive compilation of data so often required by the practising clinician.
I am sure that this book is going to be in frequent use in all oncological circles. It is to be hoped that subsequent editions will occur frequently to maintain the accuracy of the data.
P F M WRIGLEY
Consultant Physician St Bartholomew's Hospital, London
Infections in the Abnonnal Host M H Grieco (ed) pp 1035 $70 New York: Yorke Medical 1980 At one time not so long ago, the management of infections consisted of identifying the causative pathogenic organism, choosing the most appropriate antibiotic to deal with it and then hoping for the best. Since this seemed too simple and because some organisms chose to be indifferent to or unaffected by various antibiotics, an elaborate system of sensitivity testing developed and has continued to thrive. Nowadays, many clinicians are frightened of choosing an antibiotic until they have consulted a bacteriologist on the basis of in vitro tests. This is, as a rule, most helpful but occasionally it can be misleading. Often, a simple marriage of the invading pathogen and the most appropriate antibiotic is insufficient. Also important is the prevailing state of the host. This was, of course, always taken into account but it has now reached even greater importance because we are dealing increasingly with compromised hosts with poor resistance against infection. At-risk patients include those who have undergone haemodialysis, organ transplantation, cancer chemotherapy, immunosuppressive regimes, narcotic abuse, proteincalorie malnutrition and successful diabetic management.
We must not only choose the most appropriate antibiotic, but also consider the measures to overcome the infection in this compromised, immunosuppressed patient-or what we commonly term the person with poor resistance. This book provides the required guidance. It is beautifully edited, lavishly produced and embraces the experience and wisdom of 47 contributors.
The text is divided into three parts. Part I is intended as a review of the mechanisms of host defences including the neutrophil, macrophage, lymphocyte subpopulations, complement components, immunoglobulins and their cellular receptors. Both congenital and acquired disorders may breach these defences, and we are told how these defences may be shored up temporarily and permanently. Part II presents the infections by microbiological grouping, so there are chapters on pyogenic bacterial infections, higher bacterial and fungal infections, mycobacterial, viral, chlarnydial, protozoal and helminth infections. The second part also assesses infections in various systems of the body, associated with various diseases and following surgery. Pneumonia remains one of the most frequent and urgent problems of the patient with altered immune and inflammatory responses, so it is presented in a full 22 page chapter. Another chapter of 52 pages is devoted to endovascular and prosthetic implant infections, which must be regarded as a significant cause of infective endocarditis in the 1980s. The third part of the book deals with management -antibiotics, chemotherapy, immunological reconstitution, gammaglobulin and vaccine therapy.
Each chapter carries helpful charts, tables or diagrams, and an exhaustive set of references. There is also a 28-page i~ldex. Inevitably there may be a feeling of unevenness partly related to the reader's field of interest. Thus a gastroenterologist may find 'Treatment in Gastroenterology' rather pedestrian with little major progress in the dissolution of gallstones, for example, since the fascinating subject was first excellently reviewed in the 1973 edition by the same author, Professor Dowling.
D GERAINT lAMES
Dean, Royal Northern Hospital, London
Moving outside his own speciality, however, he may be surprised by the exciting advances in what used to be considered the backwater of rheumatology or, even, the stagnant pool of dermatology. The stimulus to progress has obviously been the multidisciplinary approach, with particular emphasis on immunology and genetics, exemplified by Dr Panayi's paper on the pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis.
The cardiology section has a strong surgical bias. It describes the major advances in correction of congenital lesions which have radically altered their natural history and, as described by Dr Jane Somerville, have created problems in adulthood. The initial enthusiasm for, and uncritical acceptance of, coronary artery surgery is soberly, but hopefully, evaluated by Mr Keith Ross. The newer imaging techniques which may help to clarify selection and evaluation of such patients is discussed by Dr G J Davies.
Nephrology manages to avoid the usual immunologically orientated aspects and deals instead with a useful miscellany of therapeutically orientated topics. Berlin: Springer 1980 This magnificent book is one of nine volumes, either already produced or actively planned, which are aimed to present current operative techniques in the major fields of general, cardiac and vascular surgery. An important feature is the use of numerous large illustrations (paintings and photographs), many in colour, which place these books among the most beautifully illustrated texts in the field of modem surgical publishing.
The present volume covers the principal operations on the large bowel, rectum and anal canal, together with the surgery of pilonidal sinus and the appendix. Surgical anatomy, pathology, diagnosis, special investigations and surgical complications are considered, as well as detailed operative descriptions. The text is clearly written and printed and there is an excellent bibliography. An interesting feature is an historical introduction together with a list of important references to historic landmarks.
The operations concentrate on those commonly employed in the current practice of the Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, and reflect some minor differences in the surgical scene between our two countries. Thus, moving the patient onto his side for the perineal part of the abdominoperineal excision of the rectum is preferred to the usual synchronous combined procedure which is favoured on this side of the Atlantic. The treatment of minor anal conditions and of pilonidal sinus tends to be rather more radical than the more conservative outpatient management so often employed in the UK. This volume will appeal immensely to surgeons, both in training and in consultant practice. It is a pleasure both to handle and to refer to it.
HAROLD ELLIS
Professor ofSurgery Westminster MedicalSchool, London
Human Physical Growth This is an altogether first class volume, which is easy to read and thoroughly up to date. It should be in every medical and especially paediatric library. The editors deserve congratulations for the quality of the book and for making it available to those who did not attend the conference. The study of medicine increasingly demands a high degree of specialized scientific knowledge and technological understanding. It is important that the medical student's view of the patient as a human being within his environment should not be clouded by the demands made by highly technical innovations. Behavioural science courses have been introduced into medical curricula during the last decade. This has provided preclinical students with some experience of the disciplines of psychology, sociology and, to a lesser extent, anthropology and ethnology, which it is hoped will enable students
